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Date.. It.A. Decl. S. Length of Tail. Ship. Observer. 

1853. hm hms o t a 0 / 

Sept. 12 16 45 10 32 32 17 2 30 5 o Pandora Capt. Drury 

24 15 45 9 59 14 27 51 o ... — Mr. J. H. Kerr, 

Second Master. 

“ Government House, Flag Staff, Norfolk Island, mean latitude 
by forty circum. mer. alts, 29 0 2' 39" south. Mean longitude by 
eleven chronometers, rated at Auckland before and on return, 
168 0 o' 47" east. Measured from Auckland, longitude Dep6t 
Point, 174 0 50' 40" east/’ * 


New Playiet discovered at Mr. Bishop s Observatory by Mr. Marth y 

1854, March i d I4 h f. 


G.M.T. 

1854. h m s 

March 1 at 14 45 7 

2 14 53 48 


App. R .A. 
h m s 
13 17 31*06 

13 17 4*61 


App. N.P.D. 

ota 

IOO 5 29*8 
100 5 25*4 


Shines as a star of 1 o. 11 magnitude. 


The planet was also discovered independently by Mr. Norman 
Pogson, Assistant at the Radcliffe Observatory, Oxford, from two 
observations made on the 2d of March. The second of these ob¬ 
servations was only nine minutes later than the observation of the 
same day made by Mr. Marth. The same impression of the Times 
contained two independent communications, from Mr. Hind and 
Mr. Johnson, each containing the announcement of the discovery. 
The planet has received the name of Amphitrite . 


Discovery of a New Planet. By M. Luther. 

A new planet was discovered by M. Luther at the Observatory 
of Bilk, on the 1st of March, 1854. It has been called Bellona . 
The following elements of its orbit have been calculated by Pro¬ 
fessor Chevallier and Mr. George Riimker :— 


Epoch, 1854, March 15*0. 


o t tf 

M . 47 34 34'3 

ir .. ii3 4 19*11 Mean Equinox, 

A . 146 27 12*8 r 1854*0 

i . 10 5 22*2 

<P . 8 53 56*0 

Log a . .... 0*449,298 

Log^ .... 2*867,060 


These elements are based on the following observations:— 
Bilk. 

Bilk M.T. R.A. Decl. N. 

1854. h, m g o / a ota 

March 1 12 24 24 181 23 57*3 7 1 32*3 

* Mr. Heath's observations are here omitted, as they are identical with those 
contained in the paper immediately preceding, communicated by Capt. King.— Ed. 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at State Univ NY at Stony Brook on June 30, 2015 














1854MNRAS..14..152C 


152 


New Comet. 


Mean of the following two observations :— 
Hamburg. 



Hamburg M.T. 

It.A. 

Decl. N. 

March 4 

h m s 

10 21 41 

0 / tt 

180 55 52*9 

0 / it 

7 28 46*2 

Bonn. 


R.A. 

Decl. N. 

March 4 

Meridian 

0 tit 

180 54 29*0 

0 / # 

7 29 48*0 

Durham. 

Green. M.T. 

R.A. 

Decl. N. 

March 11 

h m s 

13 7 33 

0 / a 

I79 40 24*6 

0 / n 

8 35 io*7 


Professor Chevallier has sent to the Society, for distribution, 
several printed copies of an ephemeris of the planet calculated from 
the foregoing elements, and extending from March 15 to April 16. 


A NEW COMET. 


A new comet has been discovered, which became generally 
visible to the naked eye on the 29th of March. Mr. Carrington 
writes word that it was first seen by him, and unexpectedly, at 
about 7 h 38 m G. M.T., on the 29th, and makes the same remark 
that others have done respecting its general similarity to the one of 
August last. He obtained two pretty good comparisons with the 
star B.A.C. 348 before the comet set, and hastened to London on 
the morning of the 30th to circulate them, when he found that the 
comet had been already seen elsewhere. He too observed it on the 
29th, 30th, 31st of March, and on the 1st and 2d of April; but the 
observations will not be fully reduced in time for the present Notice. 
From the following three positions, approximately made out for the 
purpose, he has computed the subjoined parabolic elements :— 





R.A. 

N.P.D. 

1854 . 

h m 

s 

h m s 

0 / // 

March 29 

8 0 

i 3*7 

i 6 22*48 

70 12 13*0 

3 ° 

8 7 

22*7 

22 0*40 

22 12*0 

31 

7 3 2 

3*4 

1 3 6 56*33 

70 44 8*6 


T 


9 > 

I 

Log q 


1854, March 24 d M3742, Green. M.T. 

o / // 


21I 43 27 
313 44 20 
81 39 6 

— 9 * 4433 10 


j M. Eq. 1854*0 
Retrograde. 


Notice of the Comet. By E. J. Lowe, Esq., at Highfield House 
Observatory, near Nottingham. 

* l I discovered a large and brilliant comet this evening (March 
29th) at 7 h 5o m , which was situated a few degrees above the N.W. 
by W. horizon. Clouds in the neighbourhood prevented me marking 
its position as accurately as I could have wished, and the want of 
an equatoreallv-mounted telescope renders the position a very rough 
estimate. It appears to be situated on the border of Pisces , not 
far from jj Andromeda. The nucleus was equal to a star of the 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at State Univ NY at Stony Brook on June 30, 2015 






